
HADDON’S NOVEL OF INCIDENTS

: I begin with a moment from Mark Haddon9s 

I affirm that it is not natural to be what is called <natural= any 
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I begin with a moment from Mark Haddon9s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The adolescent9s vitality wanes, the collection of things takes center stage at the desk of 

strangely faded pocket things on the police table may speak of the adolescent9s disability and of 

and <loving= father. The loss of his former aggressive energy and the reawakening of his earlier 

the sensory experience of the material world that Christopher9s whole being (mind and body) is 

of murder mystery and especially admires the champion of Conan Doyle9s classic stories. The 

century literary contexts: children9s 

ghbor9s dog stabbed to 

                                                
I will concentrate solely on this collection/enumeration of things/objects in Christopher9s pockets. Like Jonathan 

Safran Foer9s ator is also an adolescent, Haddon9s 



                                                                                                                                                     

  

 

I give particular attention to instances in which Christopher9s body and mind take on 

Christopher Boone, much like his literary predecessor, James Daugherty9s 
is an example of the individual9s potential for achievement because he embodies the best 

things. Having what some would term a <special= mind, he performs 

thought dead mother living in London. Stefania Ciocia, in <Postmodern Investigations: The 
time,= relates 

Christopher9s journeys an

codification. Writers such as Jorge Luis Borges (88The Garden of Forking 
Paths99 [1941] and 88Death and the Compass99 [1942]), Thomas Pynchon (The 

(If on a Winter9s Night a Traveller 



                                                                                                                                                     

  

 

The aim of Ciocia is to make explicit the crossover between Haddon9s novel and its 

On the one hand, Ruth Gilbert, in <Watching the Detectives: Mark Haddon9s The 
Time and Kevin Brooks9 Martyn Pig= (2005) argues 

introduce some concord into the everyday chaos and discord around us: <Christopher … 
experience(s) more 8discord and dispersal9 than most … Christopher has to cope with his 
experience of Asperger9s Syndrome (a form of autism that is not directly named by Haddon but 
is nevertheless clearly evident within the narrative).= (GILBER
the idea that <detective fiction thereby supports Christopher9s desire for a highly delineated 
existence= and that <in writing his detective story he attempts to read and shape the apparent 

nd him. Ambiguity of any kind upsets him.= (2005, p. 244)

On the other hand, Mariana Mussetta, in <Semiotic Resources in The Curious Incident 
Time: The Narrative Power of the Visual in Multimodal Fiction= (2014), 

calls Haddon9s novel 

Multimodality in fiction … is the phenomenon shared by those novels which 
<feature a multitude of semiotic modes in the communication and progression 
of their narratives= (Gibbons, 2012 4

4

contribute to Haddon9s creation of chaos and discord around Christopher. In the combination 



                                                                                                                                                     

  

 

Another critical assessment to take into consideration is Sarah Ray9s "Normalcy, 

things that are objectified. Ray states that <Christopher's views of 

isability= and that his <environmental sensibility and critique 

finds suspect because it distances humans from the world it describes.= (RAY, 2013)

acy of Haddon9s novel is Rose Irene9s 
<What can we do with The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night
representations of disability= (2008). Irene makes a list of other critics of Haddon and of other 

Asperger9s in one way or another: 

ideologies of disability; however, Greenwell9s is the only account to 

context as Curious that had Asperger9s
narrative (Greenwell, 2004: 273). These novels were Marjorie Reynolds9 

(1999), Kathy Hoopman9s 
Elizabeth Moon9s (2002) and Gene Kemp9s 

                                                
Greenwell (2004) discusses the novel in the following terms: <The reasons for the success o

especially the generation of unconscious humour and the range of literary forms he uses to tell his story.= James 
d a book chapter (<Alterity and Autism: Mark Haddon9s Curious Incident in the Neurological 

Spectrum=) in (2008) and treats Christopher Boone as a mathematical savant because of his autism. Heather Liane 
Talley (2005) has as main thesis of her article: <it 
and read, and by whom.= Viviene Muller (2006) argues for an ecological view in society by debating the current 
trends of disability theory in relation to Haddon9s novel. Stuart Murray9s di



                                                                                                                                                     

  

 

The supposed centrality of disability is balanced out by Stephan Freißmann9s <A Tale of 
Autistic Experience: Knowing, Living, Telling in Mark Haddon9s The Curious Incident of the 

Time= (2008). He concludes that the novel <demonstrates the pervasiveness of 

person narrator9s condition.= (FREIBMANN, 2008, p. 

y Blackford9s 
<Raw Shok and Modern Method: Child Consciousness in 8Flowers for Algernon9 and 8The 

Time9= (2013).  Blackford focuses on the distinct ways 

Twain9s 

Haddon9s. Curiously enough, B

4
4

ts are out of control… the wail of 
Christopher9s mother when she finds out the truth, and her unmet need for 

interprets his mother9s wail by analogy with animals on nature programs, an 

4 4

Brown9s notion (2001, 2003) of the thing as an intermediary betw

and things are <processual in nature rather than static or fixed identities.= 



                                                                                                                                                     

  

 

<[t]he ways in which social agency can be invested in things, or can emanate from things, 
exceedingly diverse= (1998, p. 18); and Andrew Jones has commented, <we treat objects as social 

people, and it is this that makes them animate= (2009, p. 3

body/mind9s simultaneous enmeshment in the domain of the subject. Again and again, this 

for protection:  <I stood there and I opened my Swiss Army knife in my pocket to make me
safe and I held on to it tight.= (HADDON, 2003, p. 170)

forget that Christopher9s mind is special), most notably with the ideas of Maurice Merleau

characterized by reversibility and intertwining: <I become involved in things with my body, they 

ects=. (MERLEAU
Ponty describes the body (again, in Cristopher9s case, the mind/body enmeshment is 

                                                
I can only reproduce a small parcel of a type of <Rabelaisian= and extravagantly typographical

<Sweet Pastries in Here Bagel Factory EAT excellence and taste YO! … (HADDON, 2003, 



                                                                                                                                                     

  

 

<object= and to the order of the <subject= reveals to us quite u

the other=. (MERLEAU

Christopher feels from his being <non natural= that he needs things 

order of the subject in Haddon9s novel is definitively a non

phenomenological approaches to ask how things <become recognizable, representable, and 
exchangeable to begin with= as well as <why and how we use objects to make meaning, t

our fantasies= (BROWN, 2003, p. 4). It reads interactions between subjects and objects in 

alongside objects that <subjectify.= The collection/enumeration that we began with provide a 

ate if it is <merely= 
fictional, right or wrong. The novel9s understandings of bodies and things, the subject



                                                                                                                                                     

  

 

century: <… understanding of the 

of evolutionary theories, physiology, and other biological sciences.= (BOEHM, 2012, p. 3)

de l’objet

erres the last word: <knowledge results from the passage that 
changes a cause into a thing and a thing into a cause.= (SERRES, 1995, p. 22)

ed us with was, symbolically, <a key from the front 
door= of how special he is in the material world of things.
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