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Introduction 

In 1996, English became part of my life. I had the opportunity to study abroad. Being a freshman in high 

school was not my biggest challenge. Learning English was my biggest challenge. At that time, I was 13 

years old and had never studied English before. I arrived in the USA in July so I could learn something 

before September, when the school year started. As a L2, I did not notice how much I learned. It was a 

surprise for me when I had to call my mom on Christmas eve and struggled to speak Portuguese. When I 

came back, after a year immersed on the language, I realized how important it was for me. I fell in love 

with English. 

My first experience teaching English was right when I returned to Brazil. I was a teenager, but used to 

help my classmates after school with the grammar content taught. I have not stopped teaching since 

then. I tried to work in different areas, but only teaching, specifically, English made me feel elated. That 

was when I decided to study Pedagogy. 

After teaching ESL for so many years and now working as an elementary teacher, I felt the need to go 

further. The idea of studying psycho-pedagogy as all regular school teachers do, it was not appealing to 

me. I wanted to expand my knowledge in a course in which would improve the approaches on my 

teaching. I have already been working using the communicative approach, although, it was instinctively. 

It was alluring to me that most of the things I have been doing in class could be explained theoretically.  

When we started the Especialização em Ensino de Língua Inglesa da Faculdade de Letras course, we 

were aware that we would be creating two units as our final paper. I wanted to create attractive and 

motivating units. Both units are related to technology. This theme was chosen based on the target 

audience. Young adults and adults frequently seek to learn English for extrinsic reasons: study, work, 

travel, etc. Technology is a theme that trendy and interests all target audience, therefore the choice of it. 
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Rationale 

 

 

Digital Adventures was developed as to provide an environment to help learner´s become 

critically aware of real-life situations and as to express themselves in an effective way. When teaching 

critically, we must take into consideration the view of the world (social, culture, identity, etc.).  

For both units, authentic material (texts, videos) was chosen within the intention of provide 

meaningful knowledge in a communicative situation, living, traveling or working abroad, for instance. 

This material encompasses all skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking) with the purpose of 
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The tasks are to be taught in the Communicative Approach. 

 

“Nunan (1989) offers this definition: 

The communicative task [is] a piece of classroom work which 

involves learners in comprehending, manipulating, producing or 

interacting in the target language while their attention is 

principally focused on meaning rather than form. The task should 

also have a sense of completeness, being able to stand alone as a 

communicative act in its own right.” 

                                               (RICHARDS, 2004 apud NUNAN) 

 

The tasks were designed to be motivating and guide the teacher as a facilitator on the learning 

process. The tasks were developed to provide learners with satisfactory blend of confidence and 

enjoyment. They were reflected upon the flexibility of teachers’ sensitivity towards the need of 

adjusting throughout the lessons. Motivation is an important factor on learning process; therefore, 

teachers might make use of different strategies. 

 

“The teacher and the learner have a remarkable degree of 

flexibility for they are presented with a set of general learning 

objectives and problem-solving tasks, and not a list of specific 

linguistic items”  

(KUMARAVADIVELU, 1991 apud RICHARDS) 

 

 



 

The units have a starter section. This section is to promote a „warm up‟ according to the topic 

to be explored. The tasks help learners to settle onto the lesson and focus on its content. The starter is 

used only on class 1. For classes 2, 3, and 4, there will be warm ups aiming motivation and raise learners 

their attention before the learning lesson start. 

 

 

Reading 

 

 

Articles were chosen to compose the reading material on both units. This section is named 

„Read‟. The themes are contemporary although each person has a different level of 

interpretation/understanding. The articles hold easy lexis with the intent to avoid misinterpretation for 

lack of knowledge on the subject. They provide language input and enhance learner´s overall language 

proficiency. Questions were elaborated for comprehension practice and encourage discussion of 

learner´s critical point of view. 

 

“Good readers simultaneously use many different kinds of cues-

visual, phonological, meaning, and language structure-as they 

process print.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

(PINNELL; FOUNTAS, 1998, p.220) 

 

 

Writing 

 

 

Regarding to writing, the section named „Write‟, is genre-based activities are proposed. On unit 

one, it is presented persuasive text and on unit 2 a product review. To perform the writing tasks, students 

will have already be present the necessary input. The aim of the tasks is to learn the characteristics of 

these types of texts. Furthermore, communicate the ideas using appropriate style, organize ideas in a 

clear way, use the features typical of these types of texts and use appropriate functions to express 

meaning. In addition, “[…]it does not matter what you write about as long as it conforms to an 

accepted rhetorical model.”(RAIMES, 2002, p.309)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 



 

“Whenever we write we are thinking of messages and texts that 

we craft into strings of words, all arranged according to the rules 

of our language”. 

(PINNELL; FOUNTAS, 1998, p.191) 

 

 

Vocabulary 

 

 

Vocabulary is presented embedded on the writing task section in unit 1. The activities on task 

‘D’ were developed regarding to main words related to the text presented. They are focused to elicit 

vernacular speech style and reflect automatic performance requiring real communication. 

 

 

Speaking 

 

 

The speaking tasks are interactive and this section is named „Speak Out‟. On unit one, a 

seminar is proposed contextualized to the persuasive writing text previously done. Learners will prepare 

a seminar that will involve more than just the text type, grammar, vocabulary and functions. In extent, 

they will use body language, interactive strategies and oral fluency (use of normal speed, no hesitation, 

repetition). In addition, “there is tremendous various variation cross-culturally and cross-linguistically 

in the specific interpretations of gestures and body language” (BROWN, 1994 apud SHUMIN). 

Afterwards, they will expose their opinions which were taken notes whilst classmates presentations. On 

unit two, learners will work individually as to prompt their ideas for further discussion. In the post task, 

learners will work in a meaning-focused task in which it will “enable them to create discourse that 

conveys their intentions in real-life communication” (SHUMIN, 2012, p.208). 

 

 

Pronunciation 

 

 

On section „I Love English‟, pronunciation in a communicative aspect is the main objective. 

According to Richards and Renandya (2002) “Approaches to the teaching of pronunciation have 



 

changed significantly […], moving beyond an emphasis on the accurate production of individual speech 

sounds to concentrating on the broader, communicative aspects of connected speech”. On unit 2 a 

tongue twister is presented as to differentiate two sounds. It is hard to say tongue twisters in our native 

language, even more in a second language. It is supposed to be a funny task. 

 

 

Listening 

 

 

„Listen‟ is the section in which listening is the aim. Songs are appreciated by people. On unit 

one, learners will work on a famous song. The lyrics are in context with the grammar. A cloze and an 

inference activity are designated. If time allows, teacher may explain the history behind the song. On 

unit two, a video is presented as to introduce the text genre: review. Furthermore, expose learners to 

authentic material as to practice listening that takes place in real life. I addition, “It is only when 

learners are aware of the unique characteristics of authentic listening input that can they be equipped 

with skills to handle real-life communication”. (LAM, 2002, p.251) 

 

 

Grammar 

 

 

The grammar section is labeled „Focus on Language‟. Grammar is presented inductively. The 

tasks focus on linking communicative goals with the grammatical exponents as to help peers interaction. 

They reflect natural language in use. They were designed to provide suitable examples extracted from 

authentic texts (reading section) in order to raise learners’ awareness and enable them to infer the rule of 

the specific grammatical points to be learned. “Knowing how to build and use certain structures makes 

it possible to communicate common types of meaning successfully. Without these structures, it is 

difficult to make comprehensible sentences” (SWAN, 2002, p.151) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 



 

Teacher’s Guide 

 

 

The teacher’s guide was developed to, as it says, to guide the teacher. Procedures are described 

in a clear way enabling the teacher to acknowledge learner’s what they will do with the input provided. 

Nunan (2004) says that “tasks could be analyzed in terms of the extent to which they require learners to 

rehearse, in class, the sorts of communicative behaviors they might be expected to use in genuine 
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