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Resumo.

Esta dissertagdo tem por objetivo analisar a composi¢ao populacional e as identidades
dos escravos africanos nas Minas Gerais do século XVIII. Para tanto, o estudo do trafico de
escravos para a Capitania mineira se fez necessario. Primeiro porque a partir de sua andlise
pode-se perceber as questdes relativas a oferta e a demanda, permitindo assim uma melhor
compreensdo da composicdo da escravaria em Minas. Segundo, as relagdes fomentadas por
portugueses e luso-brasileiros na Afiica repercutiram diretamente nas representacdes
atribuidas aos escravos das Gerais. Assim, determinadas nag¢odes africanas ganharam
representacoes que as fizeram ser vistas como mais proximas culturalmente dos luso-
brasileiros, ou mais afastadas. Estas representagdes, ndo raro, expressaram a visao de mundo
do Eu. Ou seja, era, na verdade, como o Eu ndo-africano apreendeu os diversos codigos e
valores culturais dos africanos. A essas representacdes, denominados de Identidades
representadas. Por outro lado, os africanos se apropriavam dessas representagdes, as
utilizando na sociedade mineira, pois quisessem ou ndo, tinham que se adequar a esta
sociedade. Em outras palavras, ao se apropriarem dessas representacdes, 0s africanos
construiam suas identidades de sobrevivéncia. Por ultimo, deve-se ressaltar que os codigos e
valores culturais dos africanos nao desapareceram no contato com o ndo-africano. Estes,
chamados no trabalho de identidades histdricas, ndo eram decodificados pelos ndo-africanos,
permitindo que os individuos da Africa expressassem suas identidades de forma muito mais
auténoma do que a historiografia ressalta. Nesse sentido, pode-se pensar que o processo de
aculturacdo foi e ¢ uma invengdo, ja que as identidades africanas em Minas Gerais no século
XVIII eram multiplas, manifestando-se diferentemente conforme a interagao que ocorria.

Abstract.

This Thesis attempts to analyze the ethnic composition and identities of African slaves in
Minas Gerais during the eighteenth century. In order to do so the slave trade into the
captaincy is examined since, first, a focus on the effects of supply and demand allows for a
better understanding of ethnic make up and, second, the relationships built up among the
Portuguese and Luso-Brazilians in Africa had a direct influence on represenations attributed
to slaves in Minas. Thus, certain African “nations” (nagdes) took on representations which
made them to be seen as either culturally closer to Luso-Brazilians or more apart. It was not
unusual for these representations to express a world view of the self. That is to say that, in
fact, they expressed how the non-African came to understand diverse African cultural codes
and values. On the other hand, Africans appropriated these same representations, assuming
them within the Minas society for, whatever their real desires, they were forced to adapt to
their new reality. In other words, in appropriating these representations Africans constructed
their identities of survival. It should be emphasized, however, that African cultural codes and
values did not disappear upon making contact with the non-African. These codes and values,
referred to here as historical identitities, were never de-codified by non-Africans, thus
allowing for African individuals to express their identities in a more autonomous form than
the specialized historiography admits. In that sense it can be posited that the so-called process
of acculturation was a mere invention, given that there were multiple eighteenth-century
African identities in Minas each of which manifested itself in distinct fashion depending upon
the circumstances.
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